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DARKONNOR LLEON is Master of his
house of debtors. He rules every man there
with tasks and whips, and no man
challenges his power while they serve out
their debts to him. Darks only concern is
his younger brother, DAVID, who envies
Darks holdings and desires to make them
hisown. Itisonly ascandal that will bring
on their fathers wrath and cause Dark to
forfeit hisinheritance. Everything he does,
he does with thisin mind, and has managed
to avoid even the hint of scandal for years.

Everything he has is safe from loss, until a
woman is sent to pay a debt. Now Dark
isnt sure anything he holds is safe, least of
al hisheart. TORLAN BECKET thought
she was being taken from her place at the
gueens side to wed. It was the only way
she could escape her fathers cold use of her
in his own reach for power. But her
betrothed, LORD SWAYER, doesnt wed
her. Instead he sends her away to serve out
a debt he owes to his liege lord for
gambling. A contract, with many
shackling clauses, binding her into one
years labor, is what Torlan signs when she
arrives at Dark Castle. Torlan, less than
thrilled with her fathers choice of husband,
realizes the delay might be beneficial. It
gives her the chance to find a way out of
the marriage and a safe haven from her
father. If she servesthe debt honorably and
maintain her virtue, perhaps she could
make a love match when she is freed.

Before she signs the contract she demands
protection from any command to enter
Darks or any other mans bed. Torlan gains
the Masters guarantee that she will not be
forced to his bed, but that doesnt stop Dark
from trying to sway her there. The contract
cant protect her from herself as she begins
to wonder what it might be like to be in the
arms of a good man. Dark has never met a
woman as unique as his beautiful debtor.

Not only does she stir his lust with her
flashing blue eyes and lush body, but she
fires his temper with bold words, lights his
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imagination with her intelligence and pulls
him from his gloomy world with her smiles
and laughter. Where he once only wanted
her body in his bed, Dark now finds he
wants her bold passions and strength there
too. Discovering she is now part of a
complicated plot to unseat the only caring
man she has ever know, Torlan sets to
work to undermine everything done to
bring down dark. She knows though that
as much as she might want to give her
heart to him, when all is said and done they
very well could be lost to each other.
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